
  GARDEN NOTES 

Open Gardens Victoria is a not-for-profit organisation that promotes the benefits of gardens and gardening. We assist garden 
owners to open their private gardens to the public. Surplus OGV funds are allocated to various charities and also through our 
Giving Program that supports horticultural, educational and community projects. 

 

 

DOWNDERRY 

Edna Walling’s mother’s house, the ’Pink House‘ sits in its beautiful garden setting. With all 

of Edna Walling signature touches, loads of crazy paving, stone steps, gravel paths, 

camellias, beautiful old oak trees. 

Woodland area, lots of places to explore, as well as sit and have a picnic. 

● Wildwood, deciduous trees, perennial borders, lovely garden views, meandering 
paths. 
 
 

 

 

A long driveway leads to Downderry, originally built for Edna Walling’s mother in the early 

1920s.  

Surrounded by significant trees including Copper Beech, Scarlet Oak, Hornbeam and a huge 

English Elm, the pink cottage nestles beautifully in the landscape. 

The garden has typical Edna Walling plantings including Malus, Hellebores, Hydrangeas and 

bulbs a plenty in the springtime. Winding paths and stone walls originally built by Walling 

herself have been carefully restored, as has the crazy paving. The green pallet planted by 

Edna Walling is lifted by occasional splashes of seasonal colour, not just her most preferred 

white. 

Much loved by Maryann who has lived there for 30 years, the garden is magical, a true 

delight to live in. 

 

 



  GARDEN NOTES 

Open Gardens Victoria is a not-for-profit organisation that promotes the benefits of gardens and gardening. We assist garden 
owners to open their private gardens to the public. Surplus OGV funds are allocated to various charities and also through our 
Giving Program that supports horticultural, educational and community projects. 

 

Downderry is located on the lands of the Wurundjeri People. Open Gardens Victoria 

wishes to acknowledge the Traditional custodians of this land and we pay respect to 

their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

 

These notes can be downloaded from the Open Gardens Victoria website: 

www.opengardensvictoria.org.au 
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